[Cases of measles in Denmark are caused by reintroduction of virus from abroad].
Measles vaccination was implemented in the child vaccination programme in Denmark in 1987 and produced a rapid decline in the incidence. Few cases were recorded annually until 1999. The measles virus isolated in Denmark during 1997-1998 was compared by partial sequencing of the haemagglutinin-coding region with Danish strains from the prevaccination era collected in 1965-1983, as well as with representatives of globally circulating strains of today. The dissimilarity of the prevaccination era strains identified in Denmark in 1997-1998 along with the similarity of these five strains with globally circulating strains at present, substantiate the conclusion that there is no persistent circulation of the measles virus in Denmark.